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We are pleased to invite you to the 42nd Annual Newfoundland and
Labrador Association of Speech-Language Pathologists and
Audiologists (NLASLPA) Conference! This event will include
excellent continuing education opportunities for clinicians working
across a variety of settings and populations.

This year’s conference will feature presentations from Rosemary
Martino and Yvonne Oliveira, highlighting key areas of speech,
language, swallowing, and hearing across the lifespan.

This year’s theme, “Communication Across the Coast,” reflects the
shared commitment of Speech-Language Pathologists and
Audiologists to supporting individuals in communicating,

participating, and thriving within their communities.

We would like to thank the following members of the conference
planning committee for all of their hard work to help make this
conference a success:

Jane Bowering, Charlotte Field, Hilary Sutton, Jessica Holland,
Kayla Evans, Oriana Pittman-Caines, John Hillier, and Kim
Cranford.

Sincerely,

Sydney Collins and Cassie Nichols
2026 Conference Co-Chairs
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EVENT SCHEDULE
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S-LP KEYNOTE
Thuwrsday, September 24th

Dr. Rosemary Martino, MA, MSc, PhD

Topic: From Evidence to Impact: Implementing
Advances in Head and Neck Cancer Care

Dr. Rosemary Martino is a Professor and Chair in
the Department of Speech-Language Pathology at
the University of Toronto. She is an ASHA Fellow
and the first recipient of the Canada Research
Chair (Tier I1) in Swallowing Disorders. She has
practiced clinically for over 15 years, is actively
involved in establishing international standards for
dysphagia, and has served as president of the
Dysphagia Research Society (DRS). Her research
concentrates on early detection of dysphagia,
patient-reported outcomes, and large multi-site
trials assessing dysphagia treatments. Her research
has developed tools to identify dysphagia early in
patients and to evaluate medical complications
related to dysphagia. These tools are included in
large clinical trials and have been endorsed in
practice guidelines as the standard of care. Dr.
Martino and her team received a prestigious award
from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research

Institute for a large multi-site international RCT
enrolling over 950 patients, focused on finding an
effective treatment for swallowing in patients with
head and neck cancer. Dr. Martino has published
over 120 peer-reviewed articles and, as a Pl, has
secured over 40 grants totaling more than 17
million CAD.

For this presentation, Dr. Martino will discuss
emerging evidence related to swallowing
treatment in patients with head and neck cancer.
Drawing on findings from a recently completed
large multicenter study conducted across
hospitals in North America, she will highlight
behavioral therapy principles that are broadly
applicable to patients with and without cancer.
Attendees will gain insight into cutting-edge
research that is now moving toward clinical
implementation and practical strategies that can
be readily incorporated into patient care.



AUD KEYNOTE
Thuwrsday, September 24th

Yvonne Oliveira, M.CL.Sc., SLP(C),
Aud. LSLS Cert. AVT ® Reg. CASLPO

Topic: Auditory Processing Disorders - assessment,
treatment, analysis of data, connection to literacy
and comorbidity with other diagnoses.

Yvonne Oliveira is a dually certified Speech-
Language Pathologist and Audiologist, registered
with both designations with the College of
Audiologists and Speech-Language Pathologists of
Ontario (CASLPO). Having completed her
undergraduate degree in the areas of Speech-
Language Pathology and Audiology at California
State University, Chico. She then proceeded to
complete both the Speech-Language Pathology
and Audiology Masters degrees concurrently at the
University of Western Ontario where she graduated
in 1998 (SLP) and 1999 (Aud.). She is also a
Listening and Spoken Language Specialist Certified
Auditory-Verbal Therapist (LSLS Cert. AVT®) and
began her career working in the educational setting
within a specialized hearing-impaired program
which facilitated the use of Auditory-Verbal
therapy for students with cochlear implants.

She has taught both college and university-level
audiology courses for an Ontario Communicative
Disorders Program as well as being an adjunct
professor at McMaster University Speech-Language
Pathology graduate program.

Yvonne has developed a niche in assessing and
developing multi-disciplinary programming
associated with Auditory Processing Disorder (APD)
as it relates to phonemic awareness and literacy, as
well as its impact on speech and language
development. Her research in areas of listening,
literacy and language have allowed her to offer
comprehensive intervention options to enhance
learning in clients with dyslexia, attention deficit
(ADHD/ADD) and learning disabilities. Her unique
set of qualifications facilitate growth and
development at all ages and stages of life based on
the wide array of strategies she uses for
assessment and intervention.

Yvonne is deeply passionate about improving
access to speech, language, and hearing services
for underserved communities across Northern
Ontario.

Through her work with the health unit at the
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan First Nation, she has
helped develop community-based programming
aimed at bringing essentialprogramming aimed at
bringing essential assessment and therapy services
directly to children and families on the reserve,
with a strong focus on accessibility, collaboration,
and culturally respectful care.

For over 21 years (2005-2026), Yvonne was the
owner and founder of HearSay Speech & Hearing
Centre, building a trusted multidisciplinary practice
serving children, adults, and families across the
community. Following the sale and transition of
HearSay in 2026, the organization evolved into two
separate companies dedicated to adult and
pediatric services, with Yvonne continuing as the
owner and operator of the pediatric practice now
known as Sound Matters.
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Mark Bragg

There are few performers as playfully menacing as Mark Bragg. An award winning pop
singer, songwriter, and performer in the vein of Beefheart, Waits, Springsteen, Violent
Femmes' leader Gordon Gano, Wax Mannequin, and Bobcat Goldthwait maybe. His
imagination is completely unhinged.

Mark had a hemorrhagic stroke in June of 2023, and after rehab he is back to
performing, and knows what it means to be a musician living with the impact of stroke,
including physical deficits, dysarthria, and vocal tremor.

Janna Brubacher

Janna Brubacher, AuD, is the Audiology Manager of Education and Training at Diatec
Canada. She works closely with clinicians across Canada to support the use of
audiological technology through practical, hands-on education.

Her experience spans private practice and clinical support at Oticon Medical, giving her a
unique perspective that combines clinical insight with industry expertise. Janna is
passionate about helping clinicians confidently apply technology in everyday care.

She holds an M.CL.Sc. in Audiology from Western University and a Doctor of Audiology
from A.T. Still University.
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SPEAKERS
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Kim French, M.A., R. SLP (C) & Katelyn Mayo, M.ClISc., R. S-LP

Kim French is a Registered Speech-Language Pathologist with over a decade of experience
supporting neurodiverse individuals and their families. She owns and operates Kim French
& Associates, a private speech therapy clinic in Paradise, Newfoundland and Labrador. In
addition to her clinical work, Kim serves as an independent contractor with Mindful
Matters, contributing her expertise as a member of their autism assessment team.

Kim has specialized training in a variety of areas, including Gestalt Language Processing
and Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC). She is passionate about sharing
evidence-informed practices and practical resources that support neurodiverse
individuals in reaching their full potential. Kim is committed to amplifying autistic and
other neurodiverse voices and ensuring her work is guided by both current research and
the lived experiences of the individuals and families she serves.

Katelyn Mayo is a Speech-Language Pathologist born and raised in St. John’s, NL. Since
graduating from Western University in 2023, Katelyn has been working in Newfoundland
and Labrador providing SLP support to a variety of pediatric and adult populations.
Currently, Katelyn works as an independent contractor with Kim French and Associates,
where her work focuses heavily on supporting neurodivergent individuals of all ages.
Katelyn has pursued continuing education in a variety of areas relevant to neurodiversity-
affirming practice, including Gestalt Language Processing, regulation and sensory
processing, and executive functioning. In her work, Katelyn aims to take a balanced
approach, integrating information from a wide variety of sources. She strives to provide
support that is meaningful, collaborative, and responsive to the unique strengths and
needs of each individual.

Katelyn’s passion for working with neurodivergent populations is fueled by her own lived
experiences. Having received a diagnosis of autism and ADHD as an adult has provided
Katelyn with valuable opportunities for learning, reflection, and growth, both personally
and professionally.
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CAYAC Team

The Children and Youth in Alternate Care (CAYAC) team at the Janeway is an interdisciplinary
clinic supporting children and youth in care with complex developmental, communication, and
regulation needs. Team members bring experience from both education and health care settings
and work collaboratively with caregivers, foster families, and community partners. The CAYAC
team emphasizes trauma-informed, neuroaffirming, and relationship-based practice, with a focus
on co-regulation, engagement, and supporting meaningful communication within safe and
supportive environments.

Nancy Dillon, R-SLP, is a member of the CAYAC team and has 26 years of experience as a
Speech-Language Pathologist working across education and health care settings. She is currently
based at the Janeway, supporting children through collaborative and strengths-based care.

Alannah Costello, is the Trauma Coordinator with the Children and Youth in Alternate Care
(CAYAC) clinic at the Janeway. She holds a Master’s degree in Social Work and brings 13 years of
clinical experience working with children, youth, and their families. Alannah’s work is grounded in
trauma-informed and relationship-based practice, with a focus on supporting regulation, safety,
and healing within caregiving and community contexts.

Tanya Kenny is an Occupational Therapist with 26 years of experience working in health care
settings. She is a member of the Children and Youth in Alternate Care (CAYAC) team at the
Janeway and supports children with complex regulation, sensory, and developmental needs.
Tanya’s practice is grounded in relational, strengths-based, and trauma-informed approaches,
with a focus on supporting engagement, co-regulation, and meaningful participation in everyday
activities.



WE ARE PROUD
TO SUPPORT
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SINGLE PARENT ASSOCIATION OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR

Help support families in our community! Bring a school snack donation
(such as granola bars, juice boxes, crackers, or other lunchbox-friendly
items) to the 46th Annual NLASLPA Conference and receive an entry into
a prize draw. The winner will be announced during the closing remarks.

Monetary donations may also be made by e-transfer to
treasurer.nlaslpa@gmail.com.
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